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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral & Chinese Mission is a culturally diverse Catholic community which seeks to
evangelize in the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

OLD SAINT MARY’S, built in
1854 as California’s first Cathedral, was the first Cathedral to be
named in honor of the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception. The
Paulist Fathers were given Pastoral
responsibilities of Old St. Mary’s in
1894 and have faithfully ministered
to the people of Chinatown, Nob
Hill and the Financial District ever
since. A Survivor of the 1906 earthquake and fire, this major historical
landmark has been retrofitted to
meet new seismic codes; however, we must now comply
with the American Disability Act and refurbish the interior
of this beautiful old cathedral. Your prayer and financial
support today will help save this beautiful landmark, preserve its rich history, and continue the welcoming presence of Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral and Chinese Mission.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Tuesday - Friday : 12:05PM
Saturday

: 5:00PM Vigil Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation (by appointment only)
Sunday :

9:00AM
11:00AM - Bilingual Mass*
(*Cantonese & English)

Livestreamed on YouTube*

P@STOR@L TE@M
Pastor:

A MINISTRY OF THE PAULIST FATHERS

Fr. John Ardis, CSP
Deacon Simon Tsui

Parochial Vicars In Residence:
Fr. Joe Scott, CSP
Fr. Tom Tavella, CSP
Parish Receptionist:
Pia Lim

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
For more information on the sacraments call the
parish office at 415-288-3800.

All Are Welcome
Notes from the Paulist
ALL SOULS DAY AND THE DAY OF THE DEAD
Two years ago, the feature length cartoon and Academy
Award winner Coco introduced us to the Day of the Dead (El
Dia de los Muertos). Mexico has observed this day for as
long as anyone remembers.
One of the benefits of living in a country, state and city
where our neighbors hark from so many birthlands is that
we can’t help but experience the treasures of people who
once seemed far away but now live right next door. In my
Chinatown neighborhood I can visit two Buddhist Temples
within a two minute walk —and those are only the two I
know about!
On November 2 San Francisco celebrates El Dia de los Muertos at our oldest Catholic church (Dolores Mission) and many
other neighborhoods as well. Sometimes the festivities last
a week. The events of this day are part of our multi-cultural
city. They are now part of being American. Perhaps even
more, they are a cherished part of our Catholic heritage.
Whether we name it All Soul’s Day or the Day of the Dead,
on November 2 we remember with respect, affection and
prayers those who lie in their tombs. This year our memories will include so many hundreds and thousands who perished from the ravages of Covid 19, including Paulist Fathers
Tom Dove and Rich Colgan. On the Feast of All Saints
(November 1) we remember infants or children who have
died. In a very real way we don’t need to pray for them, but
we can certainly ask these innocents to pray for us, for they
are angels in heaven. Pope Benedict XVI assured us that we
can trust in God’s love for infants who died before they
could be baptized, for grace has no boundaries and Divine
love no limits.
On November 2, our prayerful attention turns toward
adults. Some traditions that accompany El Dia de los Muertos can remind us of Halloween. Children go door to door,
costumed as citizens of the Land of the Dead. The treat they
seek is calacas, a small candy formed in the image of a skull
or skeleton.
There is a significant difference between the two events,
however. On Halloween the skeletons are meant to scare us.
On the Day of the Dead the skeletons are Uncle Juan and
Grandma Rosa whom we love and who love us. The complementary settings for the Day of the Dead are home and
cemetery. In our living room an altar appears bearing photos
of those who have died alongside images of Jesus and Mary
and my favorite saints.

In the kitchen, our family gathers to prepare the favorite
foods of the dearly departed. During their lives on earth we
shared tamales or posole with them at so many meals festive and ordinary. Now we carry them and Pan de Muertos
in picnic baskets to their graves to share yet one more meal
together. We remember that Jesus, as the grave loomed
fearfully near for him, urged his friends to remember him
by sharing the bread and wine they had enjoyed so often
before.
Like Halloween and Christmas, El Dia de los Muertos has
roots in pagan pre-history. Yet it’s useful to recall how
Christian, indeed how Catholic, this day is.
We believers affirm that we are members of a community
of faith and love that the grave cannot conquer. We pray
for the dead and they pray for us. They remain a part of our
family. And if we can experience the risen Lord in the
breaking of the bread, why can’t Grandpa and Grandma be
especially present to us when we share a picnic close by
their tombstones with all the love that sparkles in our
memories?
The death of someone we love breaks our hearts. It’s as
though we have been shattered into pieces. The most wellmeant words cannot comfort. To heal takes time. Time and
faith, and now and again, a good loving meal shared with
family and friends.
El Dia de los Muertos is one day of the year which encourages us to look deeply yet playfully into the face of death,
to dance with joy in its frightful presence, to pluck the
thorn of grief and anoint its wound with the healing balm
of faith, hope and love. We do this not in spite of, but BECAUSE death is so shattering. Only God can put the pieces
back together. And we believe God does, in the Spirit of
Jesus we meet still among us.

Fr. Joe Scott, CSP

Celebrating 167 Years as California’s First Cathedral

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
OCTOBER 31, 2021

HEARTFELT PRAYER

SUNDAY HAPPY HOUR
With FR. TOM TAVELLA
Sundays, 4PM (PT) | Join ZOOM Meeting Meeting ID: 854 9283 6513
Passcode: 003859

With Fr. Terry Ryan, CSP
Some people, such as Rufus Jones, think that
prayer should unite the heart with God and with fellow
humans. It is not simply a private meditation to make
oneself a better person, or to have some ecstatic
experience. It should lead to work for economic justice,
tolerance of differences, a falling away of prejudice, a
sense that we are all equal. Such prayer sees the world as
held together by Love. Heart prayer believes that God
cares and that God needs us as we need God. At best,
deep prayer is done out of pure love with not a lo of
words. Here we discover our true self from which poetry,
art and music derive inspiration.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2021

BIBLE STUDY with FR. TOM TAVELLA, CSP
November 04, 2021, 5:00PM (PST)
READINGS for the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 KGS 17: 10-16; HEBREW 9: 24-28; MARK 12: 38-44
Join ZOOM Meeting
Meeting ID: 871 8252 1910
Passcode: 332406
ALL ARE INVITED!

We Welcome . . .

7:30AM (PST), 11:00AM SOS East Coast Time.
ZOOM # : 857 0160 1435 & No Password.
There will be a 20:20 meditation and then Q&A.

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
(October 30 - November 06, 2021)

Saturday October 30
5:00PM BIRTHDAY - Noah Silva
†
†Tomas Go
Sunday, October 31
9:00AM †Mina Elizabeth Yee
INTENTIONS - Hoang Nguen

11:00AM FOR THE PEOPLE
Tuesday, November 02
12:05PM †Manuel & Maria Viseu
Wednesday, November 03
12:05PM †Que Kim Kuan
Thursday, November 04
12:05PM †Mariano Chua Yu King
Friday, November 05
12:05PM †DEATH ANNIVERSARY - Anthony Ma
Saturday, November 06
5:00PM †Josefina Chua Chiaco
Prayers for our Sick Parishioners, Loved Ones, and Friends Mary Nham, Frankie Chios, Catalina & Regina Bautista, Quincy
Castillo, Xandy Alicante, Sorcy Apostol

We Seek…

People of All Faiths & All Races
People of Diverse Cultures
Divorced or Separated Persons
Families with Children
Gays, Lesbians, & Transgenders
Homeless Persons
Loving Relationships
Married Couples
Single Persons
Those in Recovery
Travelers: Far and Near
Widows & Widowers
Visitors
To Live the Gospel of Jesus Christ
To Gather the Community and tell the Story
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup

We Celebrate...
Diversity
A Spirit of Hospitality
The Unity that God Wills
Enlightening Those who Seek God
Forming Small Faith Communities
Reaching Out to Alienated Catholics
Reverencing the Dignity of Each Person
Caring for the Needs of the Less Fortunate
Empowering Christians to Realize their Call
Providing an Oasis in the Financial District
Honoring Understanding among All Faiths
Nurturing our Gifts and Sharing Them
Supporting the Arts through Concerts
Pursuing New Ways to Serve
Being a Good Neighbor

We Treasure our Past
We Hope in the Future

