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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral & Chinese Mission is a culturally diverse Catholic community which seeks to
evangelize in the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

OLD SAINT MARY’S, built in
1854 as California’s first Cathedral, was the first Cathedral to be
named in honor of the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception. The
Paulist Fathers were given Pastoral
responsibilities of Old St. Mary’s in
1894 and have faithfully ministered
to the people of Chinatown, Nob
Hill and the Financial District ever
since. A Survivor of the 1906 earthquake and fire, this major historical
landmark has been retrofitted to
meet new seismic codes; however, we must now comply
with the American Disability Act and refurbish the interior
of this beautiful old cathedral. Your prayer and financial
support today will help save this beautiful landmark, preserve its rich history, and continue the welcoming presence of Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral and Chinese Mission.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Tuesday - Friday : 12:05PM
Saturday

: 5:00PM Vigil Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation (by appointment only)
Sunday :

9:00AM
11:00AM - Bilingual Mass*
(*Cantonese & English)

Livestreamed on YouTube*

P@STOR@L TE@M
Pastor:

A MINISTRY OF THE PAULIST FATHERS

Fr. John Ardis, CSP
Deacon Simon Tsui

Parochial Vicars In Residence:
Fr. Joe Scott, CSP
Fr. Tom Tavella, CSP
Parish Receptionist:
Pia Lim

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
For more information on the sacraments call the
parish office at 415-288-3800.

All Are Welcome
Notes from the Paulist
WHAT PART DO “FOUR LETTER WORDS” PLAY IN
OUR LIVES AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS?
Every so often, someone will use one of “those words” in my
presence and get very embarrassed. “Sorry, Father”(usually he)
will say, as though I’ve been personally offended. We were all
too often taught that “Church people” must remain “innocent”
and protected from “dirty” things. But what do we actually imagine by the word “innocent?” And what makes a word “dirty?”
What do we mean when we use such terms? And what do they
have to do, if anything, with being a disciple of Jesus?
The translators of the English versions of the Bible got the same
messages from the same teachers, and have made a firm resolution to protect us from any four letter words appearing in the
“sacred text.” Peasants from Galilee were known for their earthy
expressions and humor. Jesus was no exception, but we’d never
guess that from the English we’re given to read on Sunday. It has
been scrubbed clean from anything we might fancy as shocking,
not to mention “dirty.”
Jesus does not show much interest in this subject, but he DOES
warn us about one word we must avoid. The word is “Raca”
(yes, four letters!) Our English translations render this as “you
fool.” Why do I suspect this translation is a dodge for something
far more pungent? Something far more hateful!
This is Jesus’ point. The problem is not one culture’s standard of
earthiness or crudeness, but HATE. Jesus is condemning hate,
whether expressed in words or in what hateful words are designed to lead us to hateful action.
In case you wondered, I DO use four letter words. Mostly. I admit, in the privacy of my own room. Once in awhile, I slip out a
word in the presence of someone else, and I have to admit, my
co-workers have been wonderfully discrete. Sometimes I need a
strong word when I cut my finger or make yet another frustrating
mistake on my computer.
I think more than I once did about what words are best summoned when I’m in such a state. I do feel uncomfortable when,
as we commonly say, I take the Lord’s name “in vain. “ Now,
Jesus” is NOT a four letter word! But it seems strange for one
trying to be a disciple of Jesus to use his name in a careless fashion. It just
doesn’t seem right.
I’ve come to believe the same about any word that is contemptuous of, or makes fun of, anyone who is poor, powerless or vulnerable to my power. If I believe that Jesus is most present in
such folks, then to make fun of them is to make fun of him.
But what about the infamous “F word?” I must admit, I’m fascinated by the power this word holds in our American culture. It’s
the only word I can think of which is horrendously over -spoken,
particularly in Hollywood movies, but still retains its sizzle to
shock. When I was a teenager, using the “F word” was what
most provoked anger and discipline by adults I knew.

Yet using this word out loud, and discovering that I wasn’t going
to be struck by lightning—well, nothing made me feel quite so
powerful. And yet, what is the “F word “about? What does it
mean? I used to think it was about sex. Now I see it as being
much more about power. It conveys aggressiveness and violence.
It conveys hate, much like the word “Raca.” Are we enthralled
by the almost unlimited power of the “F word” to shock, without
much thinking about its effects on the people we may use it
against? And why does it seem different when a female actor
rather than a male uses the “f word” in a movie? In fact, many of
the “four letter words” we use in humor or in anger seem voiced
in a way that reveals contempt for women as individuals or as a
sex. It seems the way we make use of these in our social settings, the guys against the dames. Why is that?
I wonder what it would be like to have a truly honest discussion
about four letter words with women and men present as equal
participants. Why does such a discussion seem unlikely to me?
The bottom line is that Jesus invites us to lift people up and not
knock them down. How does my language, the words I use or
don’t use, reflect this? What do you think?

Fr. Joe Scott, CSP

Participate in Pope Francis’s Synod at Your Parish
Take the Disciple Maker Index Survey!
Pope Francis invites the whole Church to participate in the
preparatory process for the upcoming
Synod of Bishops on Synodality. This unprecedented opportunity will facilitate discussion and reflection to help shape the
Church’s understanding of herself and
her mission of evangelization and forming
disciples. The Archdiocese of San Francisco
has kicked-off the local synodal process this month by asking every Catholic to participate in the Disciple Maker Index
survey between now and February 15. The process will
continue in February and March with engagement sessions
offered throughout the Archdiocese. The Disciple Maker
Index survey is a nationally recognized survey administered
at parishes around the United States and Canada since
2013 by The Catholic Leadership Institute. The results from
this survey will provide baseline feedback from which content for engagement sessions will be developed. To take
the survey for your parish, go to www.sfarch.org/
synod and click on your parish.

Be sure to participate by February 15!

Celebrating 168 Years as California’s First Cathedral

HOPE for the FUTURE CAMPAIGN KICKOFF
This weekend, we will be kicking off Hope for the Future, a comprehensive campaign for the Paulist Fathers. Fr. Eric Andrews, C.S.P., president of the Paulist
Fathers, will invite everyone to be a part of the historic effort. The campaign is a wonderful opportunity
to solidify the Paulists’ future for many years to
come. Fr. Eric’s invitation will ask each family to consider a suggested three-year pledge amount. These
requests are not expectations, but are intended to
assist parishioners in beginning their discernment of
a meaningful gift.

The request amounts for families to consider are
based, in part, on support to our parish, past support
to Paulist causes, a review by the parish and the Paulist Office of Mission Advancement, and other information including whether you took part in the planning study. The Paulists certainly don’t know anyone’s financial situation – especially in light of COVID19 – but Fr. Eric’s approach will be to ask every family
to make a meaningful and sacrificial gift.
There are many methods of giving which can accommodate your current circumstances. The campaign
offers flexible arrangements for when to pay and how
to pay. Each family is asked to pray about what an
appropriate sacrifice would be to provide meaningful
support to the campaign and then complete an intention card.
Our parish will have a team of volunteers who are
helping with the campaign. They will be available to
provide information, answer questions and assist you
in completing your pledge form.
“When you give, give generously and not with a
stingy heart; for that, the Lord, your God, will
bless you in all your works and undertakings.”
—Deuteronomy 15:10

EPIPHANY CENTER’s 25th ANNUAL BENEFIT PARTY & SHOW
will be held on Thursday, March 03, 2022 at 6:00PM at
The Family (701 Bust Street) in San Francisco. A gourmet dinner, live entertainment, an online silent auction, and an uplifting client testimonial. Supporting
holistic, life-changing services for San Francisco’s most
vulnerable children, women, and families. Tickets are
$250/person. Reserve online at
www.theepiphanycenter.org or call (415)351-4055.

Prayers for our Sick Parishioners, Loved Ones, and Friends Xandy Alicante, Mary Nham, Frankie Chios, Catalina & Regina Bautista,
John Garcia, Sorcy Apostol, Loida Marzan & Family, Joshua Ruelas

SEVENTH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
FEBRUARY 20, 2022

SUNDAY HAPPY HOUR
With FR. TOM TAVELLA
Sundays, 4PM (PT)
Join ZOOM Meeting Meeting ID: 854 9283 6513
Passcode: 003859

GROCERIES FOR SENIORS LOOKING FOR
VOLUNTEERS. This February, be a sweetheart to a low-income senior, and consider
volunteering with Groceries for Seniors.
Groceries for Seniors is looking for volunteers
to help us pack the grocery bags we deliver to
over 1,100 low-income seniors each week. Monday - Thursday, 8:30 –11:00AM. Groceries for Seniors team meets in
Old Saint Mary’s basement to create over 200 bags of nutritious food. If you have a free morning Monday-Thursday,
we hope you’ll consider joining us. For more information,
please email Tim Thompson at tgroc4sen@gmail.com

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
(February 19 - 26 2022)
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
5:00PM REPOSE of the SOUL - +May Chung
THANKSGIVING - Gregory Audureau
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
9:00AM +John Campanaro
11:00AM

THANKSGIVING - Victor Ang
FOR THE PEOPLE
THANKSGIVING - Yat Ping Wong & Family

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22
12:05PM GIFT of LIFE - Phyllis Smith & Family
BIRTHDAY - Francine Silva
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
12:05PM BIRTHDAY ANNIV. - +Amparo McDaniel
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
12:05PM SPL. INTENTIONS - Fr. Daniel McCotter,CSP
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25
12:05PM
DEATH ANNIVERSARY - +Nicolas Chavez
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
5:00PM
REPOSE of the SOUL - +May Chung
DEATH ANNIVERSARY - +Rogelia Limjoco

