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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral & Chinese Mission is a culturally diverse Catholic community which seeks to evangelize in
the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

OLD SAINT MARY’S, built in 1854 as California’s first
Cathedral, was the first Cathe-

dral to be named in honor of the
dogma of the Immaculate Conception. The Paulist Fathers were
given Pastoral responsibilities of
Old St. Mary’s in 1894 and have
faithfully ministered to the people
of Chinatown, Nob Hill and the
Financial District ever since. A
Survivor of the 1906 earthquake
and fire, this major historical
landmark has been retrofitted to
meet new seismic codes; however, we must now comply with the
American Disability Act and refurbish the interior of this
beautiful old cathedral. Your prayer and financial support
today will help save this beautiful landmark, preserve its rich
history, and continue the welcoming presence of Old Saint
Mary’s Cathedral and Chinese Mission.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Tuesday - Friday : 12:05PM
Saturday

: 5:00PM Vigil Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation (by appointment only)
Sunday :

9:00AM
11:00AM - Bilingual Mass*
(*Cantonese & English)

Livestreamed on YouTube*

PASTORAL TEAM
Pastor:

A MINISTRY OF THE PAULIST FATHERS

Fr. John Ardis, CSP
Deacon Simon Tsui

Senior Priests In Residence:
Fr. Joe Scott, CSP
| Fr. Richard Chilson, CSP
Fr. Tom Tavella, CSP | Fr. Michael Evernden, CSP
Fr. Steve Bossi, CSP
Parish Receptionist: Pia Lim

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
For more information on the sacraments call the
parish office at 415-288-3800.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Notes from the Paulist
ALL SOULS DAY AND THE DAY OF THE DEAD
A REFLECTION BY PAULIST FATHER JOE SCOTT
Two years ago, the feature length cartoon and Academy Award winner Coco introduced us to the Day of the Dead (El Dia de los
Muertos). Mexico has observed this day for as long as anyone remembers.
One of the benefits of living in a country, state and city where our neighbors hark from so many birthlands is that we can’t help
but experience the treasures of people who once seemed far away but now live right next door. In my Chinatown neighborhood I
can visit two Buddhist Temples within a two minute walk —and those are only the two I know about!
On November 2 San Francisco celebrates El Dia de los Muertos at our oldest Catholic church (Dolores Mission) and many other
neighborhoods as well. Sometimes the festivities last a week. The events of this day are part of our multi-cultural city. They are
now part of being American. Perhaps even more, they are a cherished part of our Catholic heritage.
Whether we name it All Soul’s Day or the Day of the Dead, on November 2 we remember with respect, affection and prayers
those who lie in their tombs. This year our memories will include so many hundreds and thousands who perished from the ravages of Covid 19, including Paulist Fathers Tom Dove and Rich Colgan. On the Feast of All Saints (November 1) we remember infants or children who have died. In a very real way we don’t need to pray for them, but we can certainly ask these innocents to
pray for us, for they are angels in heaven. Pope Benedict XVI assured us that we can trust in God’s love for infants who died before they could be baptized, for grace has no boundaries and Divine love no limits.
On November 2, our prayerful attention turns toward adults. Some traditions that accompany El Dia de los Muertos can remind
us of Halloween. Children go door to door, costumed as citizens of the Land of the Dead. The treat they seek is calacas, a small
candy formed in the image of a skull or skeleton.
There is a significant difference between the two events, however. On Halloween the skeletons are meant to scare us. On the Day
of the Dead the skeletons are Uncle Juan and Grandma Rosa whom we love and who love us. The complementary settings for the
Day of the Dead are home and cemetery. In our living room an altar appears bearing photos of those who have died alongside
images of Jesus and Mary and my favorite saints.
In the kitchen, our family gathers to prepare the favorite foods of the dearly departed. During their lives on earth we shared tamales or posole with them at so many meals festive and ordinary. Now we carry them and Pan de Muertos in picnic baskets to their
graves to share yet one more meal together. We remember that Jesus, as the grave loomed fearfully near for him, urged his
friends to remember him by sharing the bread and wine they had enjoyed so often before.
Like Halloween and Christmas, El Dia de los Muertos has roots in pagan pre-history. Yet it’s useful to recall how Christian, indeed how Catholic, this day is.
We believers affirm that we are members of a community of faith and love that the grave cannot conquer. We pray for the dead
and they pray for us. They remain a part of our family. And if we can experience the risen Lord in the breaking of the bread, why
can’t Grandpa and Grandma be especially present to us when we share a picnic close by their tombstones with all the love that
sparkles in our memories?
The death of someone we love breaks our hearts. It’s as though we have been shattered into
pieces. The most well-meant words cannot comfort. To heal takes time. Time and faith, and
now and again, a good loving meal shared with family and friends.

El Dia de los Muertos is one day of the year which encourages us to look deeply yet playfully
into the face of death, to dance with joy in its frightful presence, to pluck the thorn of grief and
anoint its wound with the healing balm of faith, hope and love. We do this not in spite of, but
BECAUSE death is so shattering. Only God can put the pieces back together. And we believe
God does, in the Spirit of Jesus we meet still among us.

CELEBRATING 168 YEARS as CALIFORNIA’s FIRST CATHEDRAL

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
October 30, 2022

BIBLE STUDY with FR. TOM TAVELLA
Thursday, November 3rd, 5:00PM

READINGS for SUNDAY, November 06th
2MC 7: 1-2; 9-14; THES 2: 16—3:5
LUKE 20: 27-38; 34-38

~ TERRY TALKS ~
With Fr. Terry Ryan, CSP
Wednesday, November 9 and 23, 2022
2:00 PM Mountain Time
On ZOOM 367 360 7803

Or go to snowmassbookstore.com
Up here in the mountains, early November is “Mud Season” and then we move on to THANKSGIVING. So if you
turned your clocks back to standard time you can zoom
in yo look at some of the messiness of deep prayer and
how it can move us into a Thanksgiving of surprises. Our
second Wednesday will be the day before Thanksgiving.
The mud at this time of year comes from beautiful snowfall that turned to mud in November temperatures. It is a
metaphor for some beginning meditations that seem
beautiful but then become a bit blogged down.
Eventually, we give thanks. GOD is at work.

Join ZOOM Meeting :
Meeting ID: 819 3641 0610
Passcode: 016304

ALL ARE INVITED!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29

5:00PM

THANKSGIVING - Francis Wong & Family

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30

Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral & Chinese Mission
ARCHBISHOP’s ANNUAL APPEAL (AAA)
Campaign Goal : $32,078.
Received so far : $ 29,678.
Needed to reach our goal : $2,400.

9:00AM
11:00AM

+Jean Quinn
BIRTHDAY - Noah Silva
FOR the PEOPLE
+Erlinda del Rosario

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 01

12:05PM

+Que Kim Kuan
+Mariano Chua Yu King

GROCERIES FOR SENIORS LOOKING VOLUNTEERS.
The FALL season is upon us, and if this time of the year has
you thinking about volunteering - Groceries
for Seniors is looking for kind folks to help us
pack the grocery bags we deliver to over
1,100 low-income seniors each week. Monday
through Thursday, 8:30 - 11AM, Groceries for
Seniors’ team meets in Old Saint Mary’s basement to create over 200 bags of nutritious
food. If you have a free morning Monday - Thursday, we
hope you’ll consider joining us. Please email Tim Thompson
at ttgroc4sen@gmail.com in advance so we know when to
expect you. Thanks!

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 02

12:05PM +Josefina Chua Chiaco
+Kyle Nathan Arnold
+Gloria Ebuenga Lauzon
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 03

12:05PM

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 04

12:05PM
SATURDAY FOR ENGAGED COUPLES - Thinking of getting married in 2023? Take your
pre-cana class with us.
February 11 | April 15 | June 10 |
August 12 | October 14 | December 09
One Saturday from 9:00am to 4:30pm.
Website : www.oldsaintmarys.org;
Email: tomtavella@paulist.org

+Lamberto Bautista, Sr.
DEATH ANNIV. - +Maria Chavez
MEMBERS of MEMORIAL SOCIETY
+Ma/Gong, Families & Friends

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 05

5:00PM

PRAYER For All Souls
DEATH ANNIV. - +Anthony Ma

Prayers for our Sick Parishioners, Loved Ones, &
Friends : Fr. Thomas Foley, CSP, Fr. Dick Chilson, CSP,

Fr. Daniel McCotter, CSP, Mary Nham, Catalina & Regina Bautista, John Garcia, Ida & Carolyn Hom, Daniel Kreps, Johnson
& Nina Liu, Teresa Daniels, Stella Bielat, Oscar Mendoza.

