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660 California Street • San Francisco, California 94108-2566 
 Tel: (415)-288-3800 |  Fax: (415)-288-3838 |  

Website: www.oldsaintmarys.org |     Email: piaosm660@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday - Friday  : 12:05PM 
Saturday               :   5:00PM Vigil Mass 
Sacrament of Reconciliation -  
                  (by appointment only)                                                 

 

Sunday  :    9:00AM  
         11:00AM - Bilingual Mass*  
                    (*Cantonese & English) 

     Livestreamed on YouTube* 
 

P@STOR@L TE@M 
 

Pastor:        Fr. John Ardis, CSP 
                    Deacon Simon Tsui 
 

Parochial Vicars In Residence: 
                      Fr. Joe Scott, CSP 
                    Fr. Tom Tavella, CSP 
 

Parish Receptionist:  
                   Pia Lim 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.  

 

For more information on the sacraments call the  
parish office at 415-288-3800. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral & Chinese Mission is a cul-
turally diverse Catholic community which seeks to 
evangelize in the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

OLD SAINT MARY’S, built in 
1854 as California’s first Cathe-
dral, was the first Cathedral to be 
named in honor of the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception. The 
Paulist Fathers were given Pastoral 
responsibilities of Old St. Mary’s in 
1894 and have faithfully ministered 
to the people of Chinatown, Nob 
Hill and the Financial District ever 
since. A Survivor of the 1906 earth-
quake and fire, this major historical 
landmark has been retrofitted to 
meet new seismic codes; however, we must now comply 
with the American Disability Act and refurbish the interior 
of this beautiful old cathedral. Your prayer and financial 
support today will help save this beautiful landmark, pre-
serve its rich history, and continue the welcoming pres-
ence of Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral and Chinese Mission. 

A MINISTRY OF THE PAULIST FATHERS 



Celebrating 167 Years as California’s First Cathedral 

All Are Welcome 

Notes from the Paulist 

                    

             
            Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral  
                   & Chinese Mission                      
              

     CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE   
•FRIDAY, December 24th  
   4:40 - 5:00PM Mini Christmas Carols 

              5:00 PM  Vigil Mass   
          - Traditional Christmas Music with  Cantor 
          

•SATURDAY, December 25th          

       9:00 AM   & 11:00 AM   
         (11AM—Bilingual Mass)   

•SATURDAY,  January 01, 2022 
       12:05 PM    New Year’s Day Mass 12:05 PM    New Year’s Day Mass  
            

 

 
 

 
WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE TEACHER AND WHY?  
A REFLECTION ON ST. ALBERT THE GREAT 
 

St. Albert has always been one of my favorite saints, be-
cause he was a good teacher. Over time, I’ve come to learn 
the value of a good teacher. 
 

When I was in high school I had no 
feel for math and sciences. By the 
time I reached senior year, I’d failed 
Algebra, Geometry and Chemistry, 
so I was ineligible to take the Phys-
ics class. I still remember my chem-
istry teacher reviewing my exams 
and muttering, “Hopeless, Mr. 
Scott, hopeless.” When I learned I 
was ineligible to take Physics, I 
honestly breathed a sigh of relief.  
 

But I was horrified when I arrived at my first year in the 
Paulist seminary and discovered that one of my Freshman 
classes would be Physics. What does Physics have to do 
with becoming a Paulist priest, I wondered? But my 
teacher WAS a Paulist priest---Fr. Justin McCormick. He 
was  young, and finishing up his PhD in one of the sci-
ences. In the years thereafter, Justin became a noted cancer 
researcher. He was the most enthusiastic and creative 
teacher we had, but I still couldn’t figure out Physics.  
 
When I got an F in the midterm, Justin began paying me 
some attention. It was hard for me to believe he really 
thought I could get this Physics business. If he was so en-
thusiastic about this subject, there must be something to it, 
I came to conclude.. I began paying attention to Physics. 
For the final, I got an A.  
 
In truth, with my mid-term F I got a C for the course, but I 
was proud of that C. And I gained a lifelong interest in 
science that never left. Justin knew a lot about Physics, but 
he also knew a bit about me.  
 
That’s the kind of teacher St. Albert was. If we think some-
one is really smart, we sometimes say: “that person knows 
everything about everything.” St. Albert DID know every-
thing about everything. He was a prodigious scholar.  
 
But St. Albert truly earned the name “great” because he 
was also a gentle and encouraging teacher. He was the 
teacher of St. Thomas Aquinas. Thomas was shy and a 
slow starter.  

 
 

 
 
 
He struggled to learn philosophy and never felt confident 
enough to speak out in class. His fellow students, perhaps 
too impressed with their own cleverness, jeered at Tho-
mas as “the dumb ox.”  

 
Albert is said to have told his students, “someday the 
voice of that dumb ox will be heard around the world.” 
Albert was right. But what most impresses me is that he 
didn’t just take Thomas aside to say: “hey, I think you 
have great potential.” He announced it to the whole class. 
 
 I suspect some of Thomas’s fellow scholars would have 
been jealous or annoyed. But Albert made them pay atten-
tion to the greatness and goodness within someone they 
were all too willing to dismiss. That’s good teaching! 
 

So—who was YOUR favorite teacher--- and why? 
 

       
 

   Fr. Joe Scott, CSP 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           

            WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
               (November 13 - 20, 2021) 
           

 Saturday November 13 
 

  5:00PM   † DEATH ANNIVERSARY - Maria Chavez 
                      INTENTION - Lien My Hoang  
 

 Sunday, November 14 
 

   9:00AM  †BIRTHDAY - Resurrection Sigua 
                    †HEALING for Flora 
 

 11:00AM   FOR THE PEOPLE   
                      INTENTIONS—Wong Yun Ben  
 

 Tuesday, November 16 
 

 12:05PM  † BIRTHDAY - Mary dela Pena 
                         

 Wednesday, November 17  
 12:05PM  † Irene Davy 
                         

 Thursday, November 18 
 

 12:05PM  † Wilfredo Enriquez  
 

 Friday, November 19 
 

 12:05PM  † Benjamin Santos 
 

 Saturday, November 20 
 

5:00PM     † BIRTHDAY - Pres. Biden  
                      PRAYER for World Peace 

 

 

We Welcome . . . 
People of All Faiths & All Races 

People of Diverse Cultures 
Divorced or Separated Persons 

 Families with Children 
Gays, Lesbians, & Transgenders 

Homeless Persons 
Loving Relationships 

Married Couples 
Single Persons 

Those in Recovery 
Travelers: Far and Near  

Widows & Widowers 
Visitors 

We Seek… 
To Live the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

To Gather the Community and tell the Story 
To Break the Bread and Share the Cup 

 
We Celebrate... 

Diversity 
A Spirit of Hospitality 

The Unity that God Wills 
Enlightening Those who Seek God 
Forming Small Faith Communities 

Reaching Out to Alienated Catholics 
Reverencing the Dignity of Each Person 

Caring for the Needs of the Less Fortunate 
Empowering Christians to Realize their Call 
Providing an Oasis in the Financial District 

Honoring Understanding among All Faiths  
Nurturing our Gifts and Sharing Them 
Supporting the Arts through Concerts 

Pursuing New Ways to Serve 
Being a Good Neighbor 

We Treasure our Past 
          We Hope in the Future 

 

BIBLE STUDY with FR. TOM TAVELLA, CSP 
 

        THURSDAY, November 18, 2021, 5:00PM (PST) 
     READINGS : Our LORD Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
                   DN 7:13-14;  RV 1: 5-8; JOHN 18: 33b-37 
 

Join ZOOM Meeting :  
Meeting ID: 871 8252 1910 
Passcode: 332406 

 

                      ALL ARE INVITED! 

              THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   
                     NOVEMBER 14, 2021 

 Prayers for our Sick Parishioners, Loved Ones, and Friends -   
Xandy Alicante, Mary Nham, Frankie Chios, Catalina & Regina 
Bautista, John Garcia, Sorcy Apostol, Tina & Bob Panelli 

 

FINDING HOPE AFTER LOSS - Memorial Mass 
& Healing Service For Miscarriage and Infant Loss 

 

Saturday, December 04, 2021 at 10:30 A.M. 
St. Dominic’s Catholic Church,  

2390 Bush St. San Francisco, CA 94115 
The loss of a child, no matter how briefly with us, leaves 
an ache in our hearts. Fr. Vito Perrone, COSJ, will offer a 
Mass and Healing Service for all those who have experi-
enced the loss of an infant whether by miscarriage, still 
birth, or early infant death. All health guidelines at the 
time will be followed. For more information, contact 
prolife@sfarch.org.  To register, go to sfarch.org/
infant-loss-mass 

GROCERIES FOR SENIORS LOOKING FOR  
VOLUNTEERS.  November is a month 
when many of us think of giving, and volun-
teering is a great way to give to your commu-
nity. Groceries for Seniors is looking for 
VOLUNTEERS to help us pack the grocery 
bags we deliver to over 1,100 low-income 
seniors each week. Monday through Thurs-
day, 8:30 - 11AM. Groceries for Seniors’ team 
meets in Old Saint Mary’s basement to create over 200 bags of 
nutritious food. If you have a free morning Monday-Thursday, 
we hope you’ll consider joining us. For more information, please 
email Tim Thompson at t tgroc4sen@gmail .com 
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